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Matthias Klatt works in legal philosophy and global constitutionalism. The concept of law, legal

scholarship, and the theory of legal argumentation lie at the heart of the former. In global

constitutionalism, he analyses proportionality and the balancing of rights, interests, and

competences as structural principles of an increasingly interconnected constitutional order.

As of 17 June 2026

I ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

since 2015

2014 - 2015
2013 - 2014
2008 — 2015
2009 - 2014
2007 - 2012
2005 — 2008
2004 — 2005
1999 - 2001

University of Graz
Director, Research Centre for Legal Philosophy and Global Constitutionalism
Professor of Jurisprudence

University of Osnabriick
Visiting Professor, Chair for Public Law, Financial and Fiscal Law (2 terms)

Humboldt University, Berlin

Visiting Professor, Chair for Public and Constitutional Law and Jurisprudence (Prof.
Christoph Moéllers, 2 terms)

University of Hamburg

Junior Professor of Public Law, EU Law, Public International Law and Jurisprudence
Habilitation, 14 August 2013 (mentor: Prof. Dr. Stefan Oeter)

Member of Faculty, Albrecht Mendelssohn Bartholdy Graduate School of Law (2012-2015)
Member of the Judicial Examination Office, Higher Regional Court (2008-2013)

October 2013 — September 2015 on leave (for visiting professorships)

Europa-Kolleg Hamburg — Institute for European Integration, University of Hamburg
Member of Faculty

Young Academy

Member, Young Academy of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and the German
National Academy Leopoldina

New College, Oxford

Juliana Cuyler Matthews Junior Research Fellow - Emmy Noether Research Fellow of the
DEG (2005-2007)

Federal Constitutional Court, Karlsruhe
Clerk to Justice Prof. Gertrude Liitbbe-Wolff

Christian-Albrechts-University, Kiel

Research Assistant, Chair of Public Law and Jurisprudence (Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Robert
Alexy)

II EDUCATION

2002 — 2004

Higher Regional Court, Diisseldorf
Legal traineeship (Rechtsreferendariat) - Second State Exam, 17 September 2004
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1999 — 2002

1993 - 1999

Curriculum Vitae

Christian-Albrechts-University, Kiel

Doctoral studies under Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Robert Alexy - Doctorate awarded 9 January
2003 - Scholar of the German Academic Foundation

Gottingen and Munich

Studies in Law - First State Exam, Géttingen, 11 March 1999 - Scholar of the German
Academic Foundation

IIT AWARDS AND HONOURS

2019
2012
2011
2009
2003
2002

Seraphine Puchleitner Prize, for outstanding doctoral supervision (recognition prize)
European Award for Excellence in Teaching, Social Sciences and Humanities — finalist
Hamburg Teaching Award

Professor of the Year Award, ranked 3rd in Economics and Law (UNICUM)

Young Scholar Prize, International Association of Legal and Social Philosophy (IVR)

European Award for Legal Theory, best legal-theoretical dissertation at a European
university, 2001-2002

IV GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2025
2024

2023
2020
2014
2013
2013
2011

2010

2008
2005 - 2007
2003

Erasmus+ International, cooperation with FGV Rio de Janeiro

Visiting Fellowship, Universita degli Studi Roma Tre, Dipartimento di Giurisprudenza
(host: Prof. Giorgio Pino, summer term 2024)

Erasmus+ International, mobility grants, University of Sao Paulo
Erasmus+ International, mobility grants, University of Sao Paulo
Printing Costs Subsidy, VG Wort, for the habilitation thesis

LAW - Lust auf Wissenschaft, Claussen-Simon-Foundation (€70,000)
Lehre hoch n, Alfred Toepfer Foundation F.V.S.

Fellowship for Innovative Teaching, “Basiskompetenz Grundrechte”, Stifterverband
(€50,000)

Academy of Sciences and Humanities Hamburg, conference “Sprache — Recht —
Gesellschaft” (€15,000)

British Academy Conference Grant
Emmy Noether Fellowship, German Research Foundation (DFG)
Printing Costs Subsidy, German Research Foundation (DFG), for the dissertation

V  CALLS AND OFFERS

2020
2015
2014
2013
2008
2007

Innsbruck, Innovation, Theory and Philosophy of Law — primo loco (call declined)
Helsinki, Jurisprudence — succession of Kaarlo Tuori — primo loco (no call received)
Graz, Jurisprudence — succession of Peter Koller — primo loco (call accepted)

Kiel, Public Law and Legal Philosophy — succession of Robert Alexy — tertio loco
Gottingen, tenure-track Junior Professorship — primo loco (no call received)

Hamburg, Junior Professorship of Public Law — primo loco (call accepted)
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VI DOCTORAL SUPERVISION

Anzenberger, Marlene (2026), Der Begriff des Vilkergewohnheitsrechts
Baumgarten, Flavio (2026), The Limits of Law: Justifying Radbruch’s Formula

Zeller, Barbara (2026), Struggles for Supremacy: Formal Principles and Competence Allocation in the Legal

Order of the European Union

Maurer, Melanie (2022), Applicability of Proportionality to Equality Rights Reasoning: A Case Study of

Canada

Alves, Carolina (2020), Judicial Avoidance in Constitutional Courts: The Legitimacy of Deciding Not to

Decide (Hart Studies in Constitutional Theory 4, Hart Publishing)

Sonnleitner, Lisa (2019), Evolutive Interpretation of the European Convention on Human Rights: A

Constitutionalist Approach? (Hart Studies in Constitutional Theory 3, Hart Publishing)

Wekel, Christopher (2019), Rechtssichere Gewichtung von Eingriff und Rechtfertigung in der

verfassungsrechtlichen Abwigung (Studien zur Rechtsphilosophie und Rechtstheorie 73, Nomos)

Neto, Joao Andrade (2018), Borrowing Justification for Proportionality: On the Influence of the Principles

Theory in Brazil (Ius Gentium 72, Springer)

Siedenburg, Philipp (2016), Die kommunikative Kraft der richterlichen Begriindung (Studien zur
Rechtsphilosophie und Rechtstheorie 67, Nomos)

Breckwoldt, Maike (2015), Grundrechtskombinationen (Studien und Beitrige zum Offentlichen Recht
22, Mohr Siebeck)

Kleiber, Michael (2014), Der grundrechtliche Schutz kiinftiger Generationen (Recht der nachhaltigen
Entwicklung 13, Mohr Siebeck)

Meister, Moritz (2011), Das System des Freiheitsschutzes im Grundgesetz (Schriften zum Offentlichen
Recht 1198, Duncker & Humblot)

Schmidt, Johannes (2010), Die Grundsditze im Sinne der EU-Grundrechtecharta (Jus Internationale et
Europaeum 41, Mohr Siebeck)

VII EDITORSHIPS AND EDITORIAL BOARDS

since 2021 Hart Studies in Constitutional Theory, Series Co-Editor (with Maartje de Visser,
Singapore, and Charles Barzun, Virginia)

since 2018 University of Bologna Law Review, Editorial Board

since 2016 Revista Publicum, Editorial Board
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2009 - 2015 IVR Encyclopedia of Jurisprudence, Legal Theory and Philosophy of Law, Editorial
Board

VIII KEYNOTE AND PLENARY LECTURES

— Legal Argumentation and the Rule of Law - Keynote, Erasmus School of Law, Rotterdam (2015)

— Semantic Normativity and the Objectivity of Legal Argumentation - Plenary as Young Scholar Prize
winner, IVR World Congress, Lund (2003)

IX CONFERENCES AND PANELS CONVENED

since 2016 Graz Jurisprudence Lectures and Talks

2024 ICON-S Conference, Madrid, Chair, panel “Constitutionally Conforming
Interpretation: Comparative Perspectives”

2019 IVR World Congress, Lucerne, Special Workshop

2014 Inaugural ICON-S Conference, Florence, Chair, panels “The Uneasy Balance of Powers”
and “Balancing in International Constitutional Law”

2011 Sprache — Recht — Gesellschaft, with Carsten Bécker and Sabrina Zucca-Soest

2010 Between Nations and Disciplines, Berlin, panel “Balancing and Diversity in European

Fundamental Rights Reasoning”

2008 Rights, Law, and Morality, Oxford, British Academy, John Mellon Fund, Faculty of Law
and New College, Oxford

X SERVICE

since 2018 Advisory Board, Central and Eastern European Network of Jurisprudence

since 2009 Reviewer, Oxford University Press, Cambridge University Press, Global
Constitutionalism, International Journal of Constitutional Law, Ratio Juris,
Argumentation, Informal Logic, European Law Journal, IVR Encyclopedia

since 2010 Expert Reviewer, NCN (Poland), Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, German
Academic Foundation, and the Friedrich Ebert, Konrad Adenauer, Heinrich Boll, Hans
Bockler and Alfred Toepfer Foundations, DAAD

2012 - 2013 Ars Legendi Faculty Award, Jury Member (German Rectors’ Conference and Donors’
Association)

2011 Perspektiven der Rechtswissenschaft, expert at the hearing of the German Science
Council working group

XI ACADEMIC SELF-GOVERNMENT

University of Graz, Faculty Council; Scientific Board, Graz Methodenkompetenz Zentrum
Medical University of Graz, Ethics Commission, legal member (2016-2018)

University of Hamburg, PhD Committee; Faculty Council; Committee for the Promotion of Early-Career
Researchers

Young Academy, Berlin, Board member (Science and Society); speaker of several interdisciplinary working

groups
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XII MEMBERSHIPS

since 2014 Vereinigung der Deutschen Staatsrechtslehrer
since 2014 International Society of Public Law (ICON-S)
since 1999 International Association for Legal and Social Philosophy (IVR)

XIII TEACHING

Matthias Klatt teaches Legal Philosophy, Legal Theory, and International Constitutional Law, and holds
the venialegendi in Public Law, Public International Law, and European Law. At Graz, his teaching ranges
from introductory courses in Legal Philosophy and in Legal Theory and Legal Reasoning to advanced
seminars in the law degree programme.

He contributes to three international and interdisciplinary master’s programmes: the European Master of
Legal Theory (European Academy of Legal Theory, formerly Brussels, 2003-2006; now at Goethe
University Frankfurt, since 2025); the Master in Global Rule of Law & Constitutional Democracy, hosted by
the Tarello Institute for Legal Philosophy (TiLPh) at the University of Genoa (since 2017); and PELP —
Political, Economic and Legal Philosophy, the interdisciplinary master’s programme at the University of
Graz.

He places particular emphasis on academic writing, offering propaedeutic courses for both students and
doctoral candidates — a dimension of doctoral education he also pursues internationally.

He has further taught Fundamental Rights Protection in the EU at the Europa-Kolleg Hamburg (2009—
2014). During his earlier career in Germany, he held lectures in German constitutional and administrative
law and in legal sociology at the Universities of Hamburg, Berlin, and Osnabriick (2008-2015).

XIV TALKS

COMPLETE CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD

11.06.2026 PRAGUE - Authorities’ Concordant Order
Charles University, Czech Republic

06.08.2025 SAOPAULO - Six Problems with Constitutionally Conforming Interpretation
University of Sao Paulo

05.08.2025 SAOPAULO - 5% Myths of Legal Non-Positivism
University of Sao Paulo

29.07.2025 BRASILIA - Six Problems with Constitutionally Conforming Interpretation
University of Brasilia

03.04.2025 CATANZARO - Hobbes in the City — Hercules in the Courts

Universita “Magna Greecia” di Catanzaro

04.03.2025 EDINBURGH - Hobbes in the City — Hercules in the Courts
University of Edinburgh

26.06.2024 GENOA - The Legitimacy of Constitutionally Conforming Interpretation
Tarello Institute for Legal Philosophy, Universita di Genova

26.06.2024 GENOA - Hobbes in the City: A Reply to Tsakyrakis’ Second Balancing Critique
Tarello Institute for Legal Philosophy, Universita di Genova
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25.06.2024 GENOA - The Use of Foreign Precedent
Tarello Institute for Legal Philosophy, Universita di Genova

29.04.2024 RIO DE JANEIRO - The Constitutional Structure of Proportionality
Getiilio Vargas Law School (FGV)

26.04.2024 RIO DE JANEIRO - The Constitutional Structure of Proportionality
State Court of Rio de Janeiro

23.04.2024 SAO PAULO - The Constitutional Structure of Proportionality
Faculty of Law, Universidade de Sdo Paulo

11.04.2024 ROME - The Use of Foreign Precedent

Universita Roma Tre

14.03.2024 ROME - Constitutionally Conforming Interpretation

Universita Roma Tre

13.03.2024 ROME - The Limits of Rights: Proportionality and Balancing in Freedom of Speech Cases

Universita Roma Tre

04.11.2023 ERLANGEN - 5% Myths of Legal Non-Positivism
Friedrich-Alexander-Universitit Erlangen-Niirnberg

26.04.2023 SAO PAULO - The Use of Foreign Precedent
Faculty of Law, Universidade de Sdo Paulo

25.04.2023 SAO PAULO - Writing as an Academic Scholar: Challenges and Best Practices
Faculty of Law, Universidade de Sdo Paulo

24.04.2023 SAO PAULO - Constitutional Theory
Faculty of Law, Universidade de Sdo Paulo

20.04.2023 SAO PAULO - Hobbes in the City: A Reply to Tsakyrakis’ Second Balancing Critique
Faculty of Law, Universidade de Sdo Paulo

20.10.2022 MEXICO CITY - The Use of Foreign Precedent

Centro de Estudios Constitucionales de la Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacién

19.10.2022 MEXICO CITY - Problems of Proportionality in the Narrow Sense

Universidad Iberoamericana

18.10.2022 MEXICO CITY - Hobbes in the City: A Reply to Tsakyrakis’ Second Balancing Critique

Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México

17.10.2022 MERIDA - An Introduction to the Use of Foreign Precedent
Universidad Auténoma de Yucatdan (UADY)

12.10.2022 MEXICO CITY - Balancing Rights and Interests
Escuela Libre de Derecho

29.08.2022 LESBOS - Hobbes in the City: A Reply to Tsakyrakis’ Second Balancing Critique
Workshop “Freedom and Proportionality”

09.08.2022 JACAREZINHO - Problems of Proportionality in the Narrow Sense
Programa de Pés-Graduagdo em Ciéncia Juridica, UENP

10.05.2022 BOLOGNA - Balancing Rights: Theoretical Perspectives

Palazzo Malvezzi
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06.05.2022 BRNO - Balancing Legal Principles, or How to Infringe Rights without Violating Them
Masaryk University
30.09.2021 BAYREUTH - Abwigung im Erkenntnisvakuum

Symposium “Diskursive Grund- und Menschenrechtstheorie”

20.09.2021 MEXICO CITY - Balancing Legal Principles, or How to Infringe Rights without Violating
Them

Centro de Estudios Constitucionales de la Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacién

10.09.2021 BRNO - Balancing Rights and Interests
Faculty of Law, Masaryk University

28.11.2019 MEXICO CITY - Transforming Society by Legal Argumentation
Instituto de Estudios Judiciales, Poder Judicial de la Ciudad de México

27.11.2019 MEXICO CITY - Lalegitimidad de la interpretaciéon conforme a la Constitucion

Centro de Estudios Constitucionales de la Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacién

26.11.2019 MERIDA - The Relation between Human Rights and Fundamental Rights in Europe
Universidad Auténoma de Yucatdn (UADY)

25.11.2019 MEXICO CITY - Integrative Jurisprudence

Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México

25.11.2019 MEXICO CITY - Proportionality in the Narrow Sense

Centro de Estudios Constitucionales de la Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacién

14.11.2019 ERLANGEN - Schauer’s Asymmetry Thesis
Seminar “Balancing Human Rights”, FAU Erlangen-Niirnberg

12.07.2019 LUCERNE - Balancing Human Dignity
IVR World Congress 2019, Special Workshop

09.07.2019 LUCERNE - Proportionality in Equality Rights
IVR World Congress 2019, Special Workshop (convenor)

08.07.2019 LUCERNE - Creative Applications and Judicial Activism
IVR World Congress 2019, Special Workshop

28.06.2019 LISBON - Balancing Rights in a World of Uncertainty
IIT Lisbon Meeting on Legal Theory, Universidade de Lisboa

25.03.2019 SAO PAULO - Constitution-Conform Interpretation
International Dialogues series, Universidade de Sao Paulo

22.03.2019 PORTO ALEGRE - The Dual Nature of Legal Argumentation
IMED-UNISINOS

22.03.2019 PORTO ALEGRE - Proportionality and Constitutional Rights
Prosecution Office (Science to Public)

21.03.2019 PORTO ALEGRE - The Dual Nature of Legal Argumentation
Prosecution Office, Master Programme, Rio Grande do Sul

19.03.2019 BRASILIA - Proportionality and Justification

Universidade de Brasilia

19.03.2019 BRASILIA - The Dual Nature of Legal Argumentation
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Research Group Law, Rhetoric and Legal Argumentation, Universidade de Brasilia

18.03.2019 BRASILIA - Proportionality and Constitutional Rights
Superior Court of Justice of Brazil (Science to Public)

02.11.2018 PRAGUE - Proportionality and Justification
Conference “Human Rights and the Morality of Proportionality”, Charles University & Czech
Academy of Sciences

29.09.2018 FREIBURG - Verfassungskonforme Auslegung und Stufenbau der Rechtsordnung

IVR German Section Conference 2018

26.01.2018 GIRONA - Proportionality and Justification

Catedra de Cultura Juridica, Universitat de Girona

07.07.2017 COPENHAGEN - Constitution-Conform Interpretation
ICON Society Conference 2017, University of Copenhagen

15.06.2017 BARCELONA - Proportionality and Justification
Conference “The Legal Philosophy of Global Constitutionalism”, Pompeu Fabra University

18.03.2017 KRAKOW - Constitution-Conform Interpretation
Department of Legal Theory, Jagiellonian University

02.03.2017 LONDON - Proportionality and Justification
Seminar “Constitutionalism and the Right to Justification”, Queen Mary University of London

09.02.2017 TALLINN - The Justification of Human Rights and the Concept of Law
Conference, Tallinn University

31.01.2017 GENOA - Legal Interpretation and Constitutional Argumentation

Universita di Genova

26.01.2017 VIENNA - Probleme der verfassungskonformen Auslegung
Gesprichskreis Rechtsphilosophie, WU Vienna

03.01.2017 TEL AVIV - How to Interpret the Law in Conformity with the Constitution
Workshop, University of Bar-Ilan

16.11.2016 GRAZ - Das Bermudadreieck der europiischen Grundrechtsgerichte
Grazer Juristische Gesellschaft

18.06.2016 BERLIN - How to Escape from the Bermuda Triangle of Courts
ICON-S Annual Conference

02.06.2016 SALZBURG - Menschenrechte im Bermudadreieck der europaischen
Grundrechtsgerichtshofe
University of Salzburg

23.05.2016 ZAGREB - Legal Argumentation and the Rule of Law
University of Zagreb

20.05.2016 GRAZ - Das Recht auf Rechtfertigung

Inaugural Lecture, Faculty of Law, University of Graz

29.04.2016 BARCELONA - How to Escape from the Bermuda Triangle of Courts
Universitat Pompeu Fabra

29.01.2016 AMSTERDAM - Justification and Proportionality
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International Workshop “Exploring Structures of Justification and Proportionality in Contemporary

Constitutional Law”

29.01.2016 AMSTERDAM - Why Law Matters (comment on Alon Harel)
International Workshop “Exploring Structures of Justification and Proportionality”

18.12.2015 CATANZARO - Law’s Ideal Dimension

Conference “La dimensione ideale del diritto”, Universita Magna Graecia di Catanzaro

20.10.2015 BELGRADE - How to Escape from the Bermuda Triangle of Courts
Inaugural speech, Master Programme in European Integration, University of Belgrade

19.10.2015 BELGRADE - Semantic Normativity in Legal Argumentation
Conference “Legal Normativity and Language”, University of Belgrade

23.09.2015 JU1Z DE FORA - Legal Argumentation and the Rule of Law

Conference “Law and Innovation”, Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora

18.09.2015 BRASILIA - Legal Argumentation and the Rule of Law
Universidade de Brasilia

16.09.2015 SAO PAULO - Legal Argumentation and the Rule of Law
Universidade de Sao Paulo

26.06.2015 ROTTERDAM - Legal Argumentation and the Rule of Law
Keynote, International Conference on Legal Argqumentation and the Rule of Law, Erasmus School of
Law

13.03.2015 FRANKFURT - Defeasibility in the Law
Workshop “Defeasibility in the Law”, Goethe University Frankfurt

25.06.2014 FLORENCE - Balancing Competences
ICON-S Annual Conference

01.04.2014 BRASILIA - The Proportionality Test and Prisoners’ Right to Vote
University of Brasilia

31.03.2014 BRASILIA - Positive Rights — Who Decides? Judicial Review in Balance
University of Brasilia

27.03.2014 CHAPECO - Positive Rights — Who Decides? Judicial Review in Balance

Conference, Universidade do Oeste de Santa Catarina

24.03.2014 JU1Z DE FORA - Positive Rights — Who Decides? Judicial Review in Balance
Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora

14.08.2013 HAMBURG - Der Schutz des Eigentums in Europa
Habilitation lecture, University of Hamburg

04.06.2013 VIENNA - Impulse fiir gute Lehre
UNIVIE Teaching Award 2013, University of Vienna

14.03.2012 ESSEN - Basiskompetenz Grundrechte — Verantwortung entwickeln
Teaching Fellows 2012, Stifterverband

25.01.2012 HAMBURG - Die Zuldssigkeit des finanzwirksamen Plebiszits
Workshop of the Public Law Professors of Hamburg

08.10.2010 BERLIN - How to Run Universities



MATTHIAS KLATT Curriculum Vitae

Conference “Das Modell Humboldt”, Humboldt University Berlin

30.09.2009 STUTTGART - Der Schutz von Menschenrechten in der Europaischen Union
Summer School, Young Academy, University of Stuttgart

07.04.2009 HAMBURG - Teile und Herrsche! Wie Juristen denken
University of Hamburg

11.09.2008 OXFORD - Robert Alexy’s Philosophy of Law as System
Conference “Rights, Law, and Morality”, New College, Oxford

25.10.2007 BIELEFELD - Aleksander Peczenik on the Rationality of Legal Argumentation
Centre for Interdisciplinary Research (ZiF), Bielefeld

26.04.2006 OXFORD - Taking Rights Less Seriously: A Structural Analysis of Judicial Discretion
Jurisprudence Discussion Group, University of Oxford

25.01.2006 WARSAW - Contemporary Legal Philosophy in Germany
University of Warsaw

25.05.2005 GRANADA - Taking Rights Less Seriously: A Structural Analysis of Judicial Discretion
22nd IVR World Congress

15.08.2003 LUND - Semantic Normativity and the Objectivity of Legal Argumentation

Plenary lecture as Young Scholar Prize winner, 21st IVR World Congress

10



