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S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H I E S  

VERY SHORT       51 words 

Matthias Klatt is Professor of Jurisprudence at the University of Graz. He is also the founder and director 
of Graz Jurisprudence, the Research Centre for Legal Philosophy and Global Constitutionalism. He works 
on constitutional rights, proportionality, legal argumentation, and the concept of law. His books are 
published with Oxford University Press and Hart Publishing. 

SHORT       104 words 

Matthias Klatt holds the Chair of Jurisprudence at the University of Graz, where he is also the founder 
and director of Graz Jurisprudence, the Research Centre for Legal Philosophy and Global 
Constitutionalism. He studied law at the Universities of Göttingen, Munich, and Kiel, where he 
completed his doctorate under Robert Alexy. He subsequently held a fellowship at New College, Oxford, 
and academic positions at the Universities of Hamburg, Osnabrück, and Humboldt University Berlin 
before his appointment to Graz in 2015. His research focuses on constitutional rights, proportionality, the 
theory of legal argumentation, and the concept of law. He has published more than 100 works, appearing 
in seven languages, with books at Oxford University Press and Hart Publishing. 

MEDIUM       181 words 

Matthias Klatt holds the Chair of Jurisprudence at the University of Graz, where he is also the founder 
and director of the Graz Jurisprudence Research Centre for Legal Philosophy and Global 
Constitutionalism. His research spans constitutional rights, proportionality, the theory of legal 
argumentation, and the concept of law. 

He studied law at the Universities of Göttingen, Munich, and Kiel, completing his doctorate under Robert 
Alexy. He subsequently served as a law clerk at the German Federal Constitutional Court and held a 
Junior Research Fellowship at New College, Oxford. Before his appointment to Graz in 2015, he held 
positions at the Universities of Hamburg, Osnabrück, and Humboldt University Berlin, and completed 
his habilitation in Hamburg. 

His publications include The Constitutional Structure of Proportionality (Oxford University Press, 2012), 
Institutionalized Reason: The Jurisprudence of Robert Alexy (Oxford University Press, 2012), and the two-
volume Constitutionally Conforming Interpretation – Comparative Perspectives (Hart Publishing, 2023 and 
2025). He is Series Co-Editor of Hart Studies in Constitutional Theory, and his work has appeared in 
seven languages. 

FULL       approx. 290 words 

Matthias Klatt holds the Chair of Jurisprudence at the University of Graz, where he is the founder and 
director of Graz Jurisprudence, the Research Centre for Legal Philosophy and Global Constitutionalism. 
His work bridges two fields: the philosophy of law — the concept of law, legal scholarship, and the theory 
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of legal argumentation — and global constitutionalism, where he analyses proportionality and the 
balancing of rights, interests, and competences as structural principles of an increasingly interconnected 
constitutional order. 

He studied law at the Universities of Göttingen, Munich, and Kiel, completing his doctorate under Robert 
Alexy. He went on to serve as a law clerk at the German Federal Constitutional Court and held a Juliana 
Cuyler Matthews Junior Research Fellowship at New College, Oxford. Before his appointment to Graz 
in 2015, he held positions at the Universities of Hamburg, Osnabrück, and Humboldt University Berlin, 
and completed his habilitation in Hamburg. He was placed primo loco for chairs at Helsinki and 
Innsbruck, receiving and declining the call from Innsbruck. 

His books include The Constitutional Structure of Proportionality (Oxford University Press, 2012), 
Institutionalized Reason: The Jurisprudence of Robert Alexy (Oxford University Press, 2012), and the two-
volume Constitutionally Conforming Interpretation – Comparative Perspectives (Hart Publishing, 2023 and 
2025). He is Series Co-Editor of Hart Studies in Constitutional Theory, together with Maartje de Visser 
(Singapore) and Charles Barzun (Virginia). His more than 100 publications have appeared in seven 
languages. 

Klatt lectures widely across Europe and the Americas and has supervised doctoral scholars whose theses 
have appeared with Hart, Springer, Nomos, and Mohr Siebeck. His research has been recognised by the 
European Award for Legal Theory and the Young Scholar Prize of the IVR. 


